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Awards of the Distinguished Service Cross............... Scetion I
Awards of tho Distingulshed Flying CPOSHL L5 s hnmmnns seica Section II

I. AWARDS OF THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS

By direction of the, President, under the provisions of the Act
of' Congress aporoved July 9, 1918 (Bul., No. L3, W.D., 1918), the
Distinguished Service Cross 1s awardcd by the Commander-in-Chief,
Southwest Pacific Area, to the following named officers:

GEORGE E. KISER, (0L01180), Ceptain (then Flrst Lieutenant),
L9th Pursuit Group, Air Corns, Unitod Statass Army, For extraordinary
heroism in action near.- Darwin, Northern Territory, Australis on April
27, 1942.° whlle commanding a flight of four fighters Captaln Kiser

Interceptsd an enemy formation of twenty-four bombers, He immediateiy

engaged the bombers and at almost the same time was attacked from the
rear by twelve enemy fighters, Disregarding the eénemy fighters, he
continued his attack on the bombers, disrupting the Tformation, and
Succeecdod in personally destroying two. He then engaged the enemy
fighters in combat, succeeded in destroying one, and then landed his
flight intact, Captain Kiser's coolnoss under fire, calm leadership
of his flight, and his personal daring and bravery were responsible
for the successful execution of the mission,
Home Address: Albert Kisep (Father), L1l South Main Street,

Somerset, Kentucky,

WALTER B, PUTNAM, (022508), captain, 2lith Pursuit Group, Alrp
Corps, Unfted Statocs Army, For extraordinary heroism in action nsar
Cebu, Cebu, Philippine Islands on April 10, 1942, Wnile engaged in
& reconnaissance flight in the vicinity of Cebu, Cebu, Philippine -
Islands, Captain Putnam located an enemy convoy about to make a land-
Ing. Although he knew that friendly air Support was not avallable,
he unhesitatingly attacked the ships ang landing parties with his
machine guns., When attacked by two enemy alrcraft he engaged them
in combat, destroying one and forcing the other to retire, and again
attacked the convoy until his ammunition was exhausted, Returning
to Iloilo, Panay, Philippine Islands, he reserviced and re-armed his
alrplane and made another attack on the enemy vessels, in spite of
heavy antiaircraft fire, By his prompt and daring attacks against
Superior, armed forces he inflicted- heavy damage’ on hostile vessels
and disrupted the enemy landing,

Home Address: Geneva Furris Putnam (Wife), 2118 NW 16th Street, ’
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, =~
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II. AWARDS OF THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS

i By direetion of the President, under the vrovisions of the 4ct
of :Congress approved July 2, 1926 (Bul. 8, W.D., 1926), the Disting-
ulshed Flying Cross is awarded by the Commander-in-Chief, Southwest
Pacific Area, to the following mnamed officers:

3

g

JOHN'BROWNWELL,.(0375805), FirstlLieutenant, 17th Pursuit Squad-
ron, 24th Pursuit Group, Air Corps, United States Army, For extrs-
ordinary achievement while participating in an serial flight betwsen

O .

e Binalvagan, Negros, and Mindanao, Philippine Islands, on Apriil 23 ;

Lﬁﬁﬂ\ 1942, When the necessity arose to evacuate Army personnel, Lieu- ,

N L énant Brownwell flew from Mindanao to Negros In a pursuit alrplane,

' ; F He there loaded his bassengers in the baggage compartment, and de-

“w ¥4 9pite the overload ang unbalanced condition of the aircralt, succeeded
~=§ in flying them safely through an area of considerable enemy activity
\\\» Q Mindanao,

e

Home Address: Elizabsth B, Brownwell (Wife), 1112 E. 17th Street,
= Tulsa, Oklahoma,
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HENRY ¢, THORNE, (021527), Captain, 3rd Pursuit Squadron, 2lith
Pursult Group, Alr Corps, United States Army, For_extraordinary
achlevement while varticipating in an aerial flight between Bataan,
Luzon, Philippine Islands,.and.lloilo, Panay, Philippine Islands, on _
April 8, 1942, Reckiving orders to evacuate personnel and government
property, Captaln Thorns,'although he was suffering from malaria,
loaded his passengers in the baggapge compartment of s pursuit aipr-
plane and took off at'night through enemy machine gun fire which was
sweeplng the airdrome., After bombing enemy positions in the vicinity,
he procegded, without navigational aids or night flying equipment B

Jolbid- 40 /.

U/ et

their déstination.

Home Address: Mrs, Henry G. Thorne (Wife),'Washington, District of
Columbia, _

JOHN P. RANDOLPH, (0369707), Captain, 2ith Pursuit Group, Al
Corps, United States Army., For extraordinary achievement while par-
ticipating in an aerisl flight in the Philippine Islands, on April
11 and 12, 192, Flying a condemned and unarmed - commercial alrplane,
at night witholt navigational alds and with a landing nccessary fop
fuel enroute at an alrfield possibly in enemy hands, Captain Ran-

dolph successfully completed a Plight from Mindans¢ to Corregidor,
linding at hig destination without lights, His alrplane having been
damaged 1in landing, due to the condition of the fleld, he spent the
ensuing ‘day repairing the plane which was parkod in an open flelq and
subjected to continuous onemy artillery fire, Upon completing tem-
porary repalrs, he e¢vacuatod Army personncl and Important militury
documents to Iloilo, Panay,

fome Address: Noncy Randolph (Wire), Schertz, Texas,
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RAYMOND M, GEHRIG, (058B660), I'irst Lisutenant, 2rd Pursuit
Squadron, 2l th Pursulrf Group, Alr Corps, Unitod States Army, TFor
vitraordinary aschicvoment while porticlipnting in an acrial flight
In the Philippino Islands, on april 11 and 12, 1942, Flying a
condemned and unarmcd commercinl alrplane, at night without navi-
gational aids and with n landing necossnry for fucl enroute at an
nlrfiold poaslbly in cnomy hands, Lilcutenant Mohrlg successlully
completed a flight from Mindanno to Corregidor, landing at his
destinatlion without lights, His alrvlane having bcen damaged in
landing, due to the condition of the field, he spent the ensuing
day repairing the plane which was parked in an open fleld and sub-
Jected to continuous enemy artillery fire. Upon’completing'temporary
repairs, he cvacuated Army personnel and Important military documents
to Iloilo, Panay, .

Home Address: Mrs, R, B, Gehrig (Mother), Cohocton, New York,

CHARLES R, SNEED, (0373918), Captain, 20th Pursuit Squadron,
2lith Pursuit Group, Air Corps, United States Army, For extraordinary
achievement while particlpating in an acrial flight between Kindley
Field, Corregidor, Philipvine Islands, and Iloilo, Panay, Philippine
Islands, on April 9, 19,2, Proceecding from Kindley Field with
passengers and government records in the only available alreraft,’

& primary trainer, without sufficient gasoline to reach his destination,

and without maps or aids to navigation, he flew at nlght towards
Mindanao,'Philippine Islands, over territory held by the enemy. Ex-
hausting the gasoline supply, he was forced to land on a beach in
Northern Palawan which was occupied by the cnemy. He procured gaso-
line from natives, serviced the aircraft, and with the assistance of
other natives, constructed a run-way of ‘'palm leaves on the beach,

He sueceeded in contlnuing his flight until again forced down,due to
insufficient gasoline and bad weather,on the beach at Guimaras Island,
The following day he broceeded to Iloilo, Panay, from which point he
and his passengers were ferrled to their final destination,

PERRY L, FRANKS, (0380673), First Lieutenant, 2l th Pursuit Group,
Alr Corps, Unitcd States Army, For extraordinary achievement while
participating in an aerial flight between Kindley Field, Corregidor,
Philinina Islands, and Iloilo, Panay, Philippine Islands, on April
9, 1942, Proceeding from Kindley Field in the only available gir-
craft, a primary trainer, without sufficient gasoline to reach his-
destination, and without maps or any aids to navigation, he flew
towards Mindanao, Philippine Islands, over enemy territory at night,
Exhausting the gasoline supply, he was forced to land on a beach in
Northern Palawan which was occupied by the snemy, He procured gaso-
line from the natlves, serviced the aircraft, and with the assistance
of other natives, constructed a run-way of palm leaves on the beach,
He succecded in continuing his flight until again forced down, .due
to insufficient gasoline and bad weather, at Guimaras Island, Panay,
Philippine Islands. Theo following day he proceeded to Iloilo, Panay,
Philippine Islands, and from there, he and his passengers were ferried
to their final destination, ' i R (-




LU0 N, by Gll, 0 A, ont'd)

WLLLIAM J, CUMMINGS, (0569651), Captaln, Headquarters end Head-
quarters Squadron, 2l th Pursuit Group, Alr Corps, United States Army,
I'or ¢xtraordinary nchlevement while purtlcipnting in aerial flights
between Bataan, Luzon, Philippine Islands, and Del Monte, Mindanno,
Phllippine Islands, during the perlod Mareh 10, 1942 to April 7,
1942, Captain Cummings made several round trips in an obsolecte,
unarmed, commercial alrplane, cvacuating personnel and delivering .
badly needed supplies and medicine, These flights were made at night
under adverse weather conditions, with no navigational aids, and over
territory in possession of the enemy and dominated by heavy enemy al r
patrols. : '
Home Address: W, J. Cummings (Father), 2225 Barker Strect,

Lawrence, Kansas, '

JACK E. CALDWELL, (020743), Captain, oth Interceptor Command,
Alr Corps, United States Army, For extraordinary achievement whilec
participat;ng in aerial flights between Bataan, Luzon, Philippine
Islands, and Del Monte, Mindanao, Philippine Islands, during the pericd
March 10, 1942 to April 751942, Captain Caldwell made several round
trips in an obsolete, unarmed, commercial airplane, evacuating
personnel and delivering badly needed supplies’ and medicine., These
flights were made at night under adverse weather conditions, with no .
navigational aids, and over territory in possession of the enemy and
dominated by heavy enemy air patrols, ' : -
Home Address: Ira. Jemes 22, Caldyeil \ilother),. Searcy, Arkansas,

WILLIAM E, STRATHERN, (0383748), First Lieutenant, 2lith Pursuit
Group, Air Corps, United States Army, “For extraordinary achievement
while participating in aerial flights bgtween Bataan, Luzon,
Philippine Islands, and Del Monte, Mindanao, Philippine Islands,
during the period March 10, 19h2-to April 7, 192, First Lieutenant
Strathern made several round trips in anobsolcte, unarmed, commercial
airplane, eévacuating personnel and delivering badly needed supplies
- and medicine, These flights were made at night under adverse weather
conditions, with no navigational ai ds, and over texritory in posséssion
of the enemy and dominatecd by hecavy enemy air patrols, On his last
flight, his aircraft was complstely destroyed by enemy aerial attack,
Home Address: Landonia Richards Strathern (Wife), Gilbert, .

Minnesota, ' ' '

JOSEPH H, MOORE, (022527), Captain, 2Lth Pursuit ‘Group, Alr. . .
Corps, United States Army. For extraordinary achievement while nar-
tlcipating in aerial flights between Bataan,, Luzon, Philippine Islands,
and Del Monte, Mindanao, Philippine Islands, during thé .period March
10, 1942, to April 7, 1942. Captain Moore made .several round trips
in an obsolete, unarmed, Navy amphibian airplane, which had been con-
demned, evacuating personnel and delivering badly needecd supplies and
medicine, These flights were made at night under adverse weather _
conditions, with no navigational aids, and oven territory in possession
of the enemy end dominated by heavy enemy air patrols, o S G e e
Home Address: Mrs, J. H, Moore, (Wife), L6l Hampton P vay. a3
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By command of Goneral MacABTHUR

R. K, SUTHERLAND,
Major General, General Staff Corps,

Chief of Stafr,
OFFICIAL: @ 2
Dy 1) 340
B. M. FITCH, N

Colonel, '‘Adjutant General's Department,
Ad jutant General,




